MYAA IN-HOUSE TRAVEL/DISTRICT BASEBALL PROGRAM
www.myaabaseball.com
I. Purpose

The purpose of the MYAA TRAVEL/DISTRICT BASEBALL PROGRAM is to provide the opportunity for the highly competitive youth age baseball players to compete at a higher level against their peers in the region.   

II.
Goal of the program


The MYAA travel teams will reflect the hard work and dedication of players, parents, and coaches.  The success of the program is not based solely on wins and losses, but the measurable commitment and desire to compete with the best caliber opposition.  

III.
Objectives
A. Provide an opportunity for the elite and travel caliber player to play at the highest level of baseball
B. Provide an alternative avenue of high caliber, competitive baseball for those that still enjoy playing recreational baseball with their friends and/or that value the Cal Ripken district competition format. 
C. Teach highly motivated players the game at the highest level

D. Prepare the serious players for the next level of competition

E. Continually strive to create teams that are comprised of the most skilled and dedicated ball players

IV.     GUIDELINES
A. Selection of Coaches 

All interested in head coaching positions will make application for the positions.  The application will be submitted to the MYAA travel league commissioner and/or at registration and will then be brought before a panel of commissioners for review.  Please be aware that coaching history in other MYAA sports will also be reviewed and used in evaluating candidates.  Commissioners from other sports may be called upon for references. All applicants must ideally be a head coach or at a least an active assistant coach in the league.  All new applicants will receive an interview.  A coach may be selected even though his son was not selected as a player for that team.  Once selected, the coach will select 2-3 assistant coaches.  They must also be a registered coach or assistant coach active in their respective league.  They should also be highly regarded by their peers and the league.  Coaches that have previously coached travel teams must also re-apply and understand that there is no assurance for any coaching position.  A travel coach’s tenure is from April 1st for one year. An assessment form will be sent to travel parents and coaches will be evaluated by the commissioners annually. Appeals by candidates not selected are submitted to the MYAA Baseball Commissioner.   

B.  Coaching Responsibilities

 The coach is responsible for:

1. Organizing in season/out of season training sessions and practices

2. Gathering and submitting all team documentation, rosters and fees

       to the league.

3. Identifying which tournaments are to be entered and a schedule of games.

4. Evaluating players’ commitment level, skill, behavior and performance continually throughout the season.
5. Communicate with parents and promote the goals of the program.
C.  Evaluation of Travel Players
1. All MYAA registered participants are eligible to tryout.  
2. To produce the highest quality team, a travel evaluation committee comprised of coaches and/or baseball professionals chosen annually by the commissioners will evaluate the players at an open tryout.  A percentage of players will be chosen and a final roster will be determined.  
3.  The selection process will be based on a player’s performance at tryouts, the regular season and previous travel play.  However, the tryout is only one tool of measurement.  A player’s skill, behavior, attitude and commitment to the game will also be considered in the selection process.  The skill of players trying out at each age group will determine how many travel teams are formed at that age.  This is to create the most competitive teams and provide them with ample fields for practice and games.  

4. Tryouts are annual.  A player is in the travel program for one year until he is evaluated again in the spring.  Rosters will be evaluated following the Rec season to determine whether players should move between rosters for those age groups where there is more than one team.
· The tryout may extend to more than one session and will be thorough.  

· A player missing a tryout for illness is entitled to a makeup.

· Players missing a tryout for another sport forfeit their right to tryout.

· A coach cannot inform a player that he has made the team prior to the travel evaluation process.

· All eligible players must tryout with his peers in order to be considered for the travel team (no one is to be treated differently).

D.  Selection of Travel Teams

At the conclusion of evaluations, the league commissioners and travel commissioner will confer and announce the Travel teams.  The top selections to the team will be based on travel committee selections.  The remaining roster will be selected at the coach’s discretion with approval of the league commissioner. 

F. Notification of Selected and Non-Selected Players

All players will be assigned a number at try outs.  Final rosters will be posted on the MYAA baseball web site using these numbers.   

G. Player/Parent Responsibilities

1. All players must meet the Cal Ripken age requirements.  

2. Travel players cannot play out of their age/grade bracket (they play with their peers).

3. All Travel players must play Rec baseball and attend/play in 75% of the games completed to qualify for the in-house travel/district team.

4. During the rec season, there will be generally one travel team practice and one travel game on Sundays.  Travel team participants will be allowed to skip their rec practices if they feel five baseball experiences per week is too much in any given week.  (The intent of this is not for it to be abused by travel players/parents and never show up, rather for the safety and well-being of the kids, emphasizing kids.  Realizing that they are indeed kids, we want to be sure not to burn them out.  It is expected that these would hopefully be isolated occurrences and still strongly encourage the participation in the rec practices, however, giving the flexibility for committed parents to better manage their child’s well-being.)  They will be expected to attend their travel practices.  Post rec season, there will be a minimum of three travel experiences per week, but could be more depending upon tournaments.    
5. There will be two travel seasons in each baseball year: spring/summer travel will begin in March with tryouts generally around mid-March and run through the end of July; fall travel will run in September and October.  Travel teams will combine at each age group to field teams in the fall if necessary.   

6. Parents and players must commit to baseball first in the spring.  The travel program will not accommodate players that split their time with other out of season sports or other baseball programs interfering with the ability of a player to meet the program requirements.  The fall ball season is not mandatory but recommended if possible.    

7. Parents and players will respect the decision of coaches and commissioners in regard to team selections and playing time. Parents will be expected to make a serious commitment to the Travel program.  This includes their son’s participation in practices, games, off season activities and conditioning as well as the adult’s commitment to concessions, field maintenance rotation and off season activities such as fund raisers.  
8. Playing time is earned through competition, performance and attitude during practice and games. Parents and other family members are to be good examples of sportsmanship for their travel ballplayer and the travel team.  
H. Miscellaneous

When there are two travel teams in a division, players may move from roster to roster unless limited by tournament rules. This may occur anytime during the baseball year based on performances and coaches recommendations.  For travel leagues not requiring rosters, the teams can be run much like a JV and Varsity program.  

At the time of District roster deadlines, the Varsity travel team (in age groups where/if two exist) will be the team that represents Medford in the district tournament at grade levels 2-8.
A second District team may be formed at 5th grade and up to play 46/60 or 50/70 if 2 divisions of districts are offered.  The commissioners and the coaches from that age group will decide which team will participate in which division.     
